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From the (Buffalo) Gospel Advocate. 


CHRIST’S COMING TO JUDGMENT. 
A Lecture on 2 Thes. i. 6—10, deligered at Rochester, 
N. Y. November 24, 1823, by the 


Rey. J. S. Tnhompson, 


(Continued from page 134.) 





ANoTHER sign of the coming of the Son of man was, 
great earthquakes in divers places. Luke xxi. 11. Of 
these significant emblems of political commotions, there 
eccurred several within the scene of this prophecy, 
and according to the prediction in divers places. In 
the reign of Claudius there was one at Rome, and 
another in Apamea, in Syria, both recorded by Tacitus; 
and Philostratus in his life of Appollonius, mentions 
one in Crete, others at Smyrna, Miletus, Chios, and Sa- 
mos; in all of which places, Jews had settled. Dur- 
ing the reign of Nero, there was one in Campania, and 
another at Laodicea, both noticed by Tacitus ;—the 
latter is also mentioned by Eusebius and Grotius, who 
add that Hierapolis and Colosse, as well as Laodicea, 
were overthrown by an earthquake. There was also 
another in the reign of Galba, recorded by Suetonius. 
Josephus also informs us, that *‘ in the awful night 
when the Idumeans were excluded from Jerusalem, a 
heavy storm burst on them, violent winds, incessant 
torrents of rain, constant lightnings, and most tremen- 
dous thunderings, and roarings of earthquakes, as if 
the system of the world had been confounded to effect 
the destruction of mankind; so that one might have 
easily conjectured that these were signs of nv common 
events.” 

Another sign was, that the gospel shculd be preach- 
ed to all the world, and then should the end come. 
Mat. xxiv. 14. Of the fulfilment of this prediction, 
the epistles of Paul, addressed to the Christians of 
Rome, Corinth, Ephesus, Philippi, Colosse and Thessa- 
lonica ; and those of Peter to those in Pontus, Cappa- 
docia, and Bithynia, are standing monuments. Paul 
tells the Romans their faith was spoken of throughout 
the world; and the Collossians, that the gospel had 
been preached to every creature under heaven. The 
Acts of the Apostles, written seven years before 
the destruction of Jerusalem, attest the fact, that the 
gospel had been preached to ail the then known world. 
Bishop Newton observes, that the history of the church 
shows, that before the destruction of Jerusalem, the 
sospel had been propagated northward, to Scythia, 
southward to Ethiopia, eastward to India, and west, 
ward to Spain and Britain. Moreover, both Musebius 
and Theodoret attest, that the apostles preached the 
Sospel in the Britannic isles. Doddridge, in his note 
On the passage says, it appears from the most credible 
records that the gospel was preached in Mesopotamia, 
Idumea, and Syria, by Jude; in Egypt, Mauritania, 
_nd other parts of Africa, by Mark, Simon, and Jude ; 
in Ethiopia, by Matthias and Candace’s*Eunoch ; in 
Pontus, Galatia, and other parts of Asia, by Peter; iv 
the territories of the seven Asiatic chusches, by John ; 
in Parthia, by Matthew; in Scythia, by Philip and An- 
drew; in the northern and western parts of Asia, by 
Bartholomew ; in Persia, by Simon and Jude; in Me- 
dia, Carmania, and other parts of the east, by Thomas ; 
from Jerusalem, round the vast tract, to Illyricum, by 
Paul ; in Spain, Gaui, and Britain, in all probability, 
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Christ, and ten before the destruction of Jerusalem. 


xxiv. 5, 11. Luke xxi. 8. 2 Thes. ii. 3,7,8. Be- 
fore the destruction of Jerusalem, false Christs did 
arise, as Simon Magus, who pretended to be the Son 
of God who had in appearance been crucified in Ju-| 
dea. Others are mentioned by Luxe, Acts v. 36, 37, | 
and xxi. 38. This Egyptian noti¢éed by Luke, was 
probably the same described by Josephus, who led 
away 30,000 Jews whom he had deceived. Ant. L. 20, 
c.6. But the most distinguished was Barchocheba 
whom the Jews crowned king in thie city Bitter. This 
impostor occasioned a greater slaughter of the Jews, 
than had happened at the capture of their city by Ti- 
tus. See Buxtorf on the words Choziba and Bitter.— 
John says, ** Little children, ye bave heard that anti- 
christ should come, even now there are many anti- 
christs in the world whereby we know that it is the last 
time ; anti-christ of whom ye have heard, éven now 
already is in the world.” 1 John ii. 18, 2 Epistle 7.— 
Here we find anti-christ was in the world before the 
destruction of Jerusalem, and consequently the apos- 
tacy existed then also, and we veéd not labor to find 
another date. Accordingly, Grotias, Wetstein, Ham- 
mond, Le Clerc, and Whitby, all agree to fix the time 
of the apostacy before the dispersion of the Jewish na- 
tion, Consequently the Jewish people was that man 
of sin, or, as many good MMS. read, enomias of diso- | 
bedience, who made defection frgm the Roman state 
and religion of Jesus, and were therefore consumed by 
the brightnessof his coming. Hence we conclude from | 
the testimony of history, scfipture, and the best com- 
mentators, that the signs of Christ’s coming, as well as} 
that great event itself, took place at the overthrow of | 
the Jewish nation, and temple services. | 
4. The design of Christ’s coming, or the transactions 
of hie advent. 








English version of my text, was to take vengeance on! 
them who knew not God, nor obeyed the gospel of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. Here Paul refers to the language 
of Christ, Luke xxi. 22, where, describing the awful 
catastrophe which should befall the Jewish nation, Je-' 
sus said, “these be the days of vengeance that all, 
things which are written may be fulfilled.” Hence the 
language of our Lord and his apostle must relate to the 
same event; for Paul referring to the same transaction, 
uses the same word to express the same idea. By 
comparing these passages with Luke xvii. 30, we are 
induced to limit the whole history to the destruction of | 
Jerusalem; and no other interpretation of the text 
should be admitted. ‘The phrase taking vengeance, | 
have rendered admistering justiee; of the propriety of 
the alteration, let those who are qualified to judge de- 
termine ; but let all who are ignorant, have decency 
enough to keep silence. The English phrase is most 
unequivocally a perversion and abuse of the Greek 
didontis ekdikesin, which signifies to give or administer 
justice, and consequently cannot mean the reverse, or 
taking, &c. Paul had said in the sixth verse, it was 
just in God to recompense tribulation to the persecut- 
‘ng Jews, but rest to the persecated Uhristians. Here 
ne repeats the same ideas by declaring Christ would 
administer justice, i. e. tribulation to the persecutor, 
irreverent and disobedient. ‘The disobedience of the 





by the apostles; and in all which places churches had 


Jews was strongly marked by Paul, who calls them the 





1. The design of Christ’s coming, according to the | 
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been planted within thirty years after the death of | man of sin, or as the MSS. of Stephanus and Lincola 
read, anomias of dtsobedicnee. In those days the Jews 

The last sign of Christ's coming, which I shall no-| were proverbially disobedient, both in the political and 
tice, was that false Christs should arise and seduce | religious sense of that term. Hence the apostle says, 
many, and thereby occasion a great apostacy. Mat. | 2 Thes. ii. 8, then, at the revelation of the Lord Jesus, 


will the wicked be revealed ; the Jewish nation or man 
of disobedience, by their rebellion against the Roman 
government and apostacy from the christian religion, 
‘* whom the Lord will consume with the breath of his 
mouth, and destroy by the brightness of his coming.”- 
Jesus predicted that, “‘ except these days of ven- 
geance, should be shortened, there should no flesh be 
saved ; but for the elect’s or Christian’s sake, the days 
shall be shortened.’ Mat. xxiv. 22. The banditti 
who made Continual excursions from the mountain, and 
zealots who murdered all that were averse to the war, 
greatly contributed to depapulate the country and ha-, 
rass the christians: but the days were shortened. 1. 
By the determination of Titus vigorously to push the 
siege by assault. 2. By the dissentions of the Jews, 
who accellerated the capture of their city, by intestine 
divisions and mutual shaughters. 3. By the maduess 
of the factions in burning their store houses, and there- 
by wasting the strength necessary for the defence of 
tne place. 4. By the extraordinary pauic which seiz- 
ed the Jews, when the Romans attacked the upper 
city, in Consequence of which, they fled from their 
strovg holds, which Titus afterwards prouounced in- 
vulnerable. 5. By the crowded state of the city dur- 
ing the siege, which occasioned pestilental disorders, 
and hastened the approach of famine ; the number o: 
its inhabitants on account of the great festival, being 
swelled to about 3,000,000. 
(To be concluded in our next.) 


From the Christian Intelligencer. 


A HINT TO YOUNG PREACHERS. 


Something like a year after entering upon the duties 
of the ministry, I spent an evening witha venerable and 
worthy gentleman, whoafterwards became my father- 
in-law, He was of the Baptist persuasion, and a bright 
ornament to his profession. Among other topics of con- 
versation, that of great Preachers became a subject of 
discourse. Full of enthusiastic zeal, and favored by 
providence with a ready utlerance, and a commanding 
voice I had succeeded in my itinerant labors very far 
beyond my expectations ; and withal had already felt 
some itchings to become agreat Preacher. 1 mention- 


ed the names of some in my own order, the splendor of 


whose talents eclipsed, in my opinion, the brilliancy 
of all others. The old gentleman, in turn, enumera- 
ted a number who were the most distinguished 
among the Baptists. But, said he, for my part, I pre- 
fer a good preacher to a great one. These words, con- 
nected wit) the artless aud sound gravity with which 
they were uttered, touched the very quick of my soul. 
I saw the propriety of them, and after meditating up- 
ov them a short time, settled down upow the resolu- 
tion to become a good preacher, if possible, and never 
to indulge inquietude about monisterial greatness. —— 
Though this occurrence was almost twenty years ago, 
I have not, | believe, from that time to this, arranged 
a sermon without recollecting the remark of my ven- 
erable friend and parent. Will the discourse be a 


good one? ‘This circumstance, it is believed, though 


trivial in itself, may be useful to those who have just 
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commenced their labours in “ the ministry of reconcil- | beholds him on the mercy seat, the friend of all man- 
iation.”» ‘They are prone to thirst for professional em- | kind, he feels an unshaken confidence that a few re- 
inence, and if they associate in their mind, genuine volving years will not change the scenes “ love and 
eminence with real holiness and of@tal virtue, the de- | mercy to hatred and vengeance. No,—God is the 
sire is commendable and salutary. SBnt the glare of same yesterday, to-day and forever. He changes not,— 
splendid talents, the charm of popularity and of pub-|as the truth of the scriptures, so is this. Let us there- 
lic applause, are too apt to dazzle their eyes and de- | fore imitate the good and the wise, and strive to be 
ceive their hearts. I have rarely known an instance , real followers of our heavenly Master. Do we believe 
in which a preacher, young or old, attempted to de-/| that God is love and that he wills the ventual good of 
liver what the world would call a great sermon, with-| his creatures? Let as manifest it in all our doings, by 
out failing, and tormenting his audience with a bad ‘a well ordered life and godly conversation, and a just 
one. A great sermon, in the popular acceptation of | observance of all his requirements, whom to worship 
the term, is one in which the sentiments and descrip- | is our reasonable service; remembering, he that dwell- 
tions soar far beyond the common capacities. Now a/ eth in God, dwelleth in Love. AMICUS. 
moment’s sober reflection will convince us, that a sen- 
timent or a description so humble that our loftier vis- 
jon cannot perceive it, is as suitable and as useful to 
vs, as the one which soars so sublimely that our little 
eyes cannot reach it. Let the minister of Christ bear 
in mind, that goodness is sterling greatness, and he q m 
will walk in the right way, “‘ the path of the just that TO A TRINITARIAN. 

shineth more and more unto the perfect day.”? These Sin—Your letter puts me in mind of the (ree in the 
hasty remarks may, if duly improved, be profitable to King of Babylon’s vision. ‘* Behold, a tree in the 
societies which are destitute of the stated ministry of | midst of the earth, and the height thereof was great : 
the word. Guided by the rule here recommended, | the tree grew aud was strong, and the height thereof 


53° 
they will find but little difficulty in obtaining an ac-/ reached unto heaven, and the sight thereof to the end 
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ceptable preacher; one who will promote their) ofthe earth: The leaves thereof were fair, and the, 
“¢ srowth in grace and in the knowledge of our Lord | fruit thereof much, and in it was meat for all; the | 


and Saviour Jesus Christ... They should remember | beasts of the field had shadow under it, and the fowls 


that there are, comparatively, but few in the vineyard | of the heaven dwelt in the boughs thereof, and all 
of our Lord and Master, who are distinguished for nat- | flesh was fed of it. Behold a watcher and an holy | 
ural talents,but many, who let their measure of “light; one came down from heaven: He cried aloud, and | 


shine before men.”? I close my remarks by repeating said thus, Hew down the tree, and cut off his branch- 
that goodness is sterling greatness; and the only | es, shake off his leaves, and scatter his fruit : let the 
greatness about which a rational creature can, with | beasts get away from under it, and the fowls froin his 
propriety, indulge a moment’s anxiety. 5. S. 

The tree which you would cultivate and water, is 
the doctrine of three persons in one God. Or, as it is 
expressed by many, a three one God. 

I once sat under the shadow of this tree, and par- 
| took of the fruit ; for I was born and brought up under 
MEDITATION. jit. But I seem to hear the cry of a watcher and holy 


|one from heaven, saying, ‘get away from under it.’— 
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io him whose heart ever glowed with the sensation | And I seem to behold two of the principal dressers of 


of pity, whose breast was ever warmed by the philan- | ¢};. 


oe tree, themselves giving it some deadly blows. 
throphic spirit of benevolence, and whose soul has | 


fi ith ‘tude f, x fhe two principal cultivators of this tree, with 
been filled with gratitude for favors given, the sub- | whom I am acquainted, are Mr. A. and Dr. E. These 


ject of SALVATION is truly interesting, and peculiarly | watchers while dressing the tree, seem to have given 
pleasing. A person of devotional mind, while he feels! jt co deep blows, that a few strokes scem to be ‘outs 
a sense of his obligations to his Maker and Preserver, | cient to * hew the tree down.’ 
is stimulated by a principle of love to obey his com-| J, J)r, E. says.Vol. i. p- 97 of his sermons, * did the 
mands; and this is increased-as new scenes of divine doctrine of the : : 
goodness are opened to his view. The candid obser- th 
ver or diligent inquirer may at all times find means 
for enriching his mind with new and valuable ideas, 
which are calculated to raise his affections to God the | 
source of all good and fountain of wisdom. The works | 
of creation fully demonstrate these attributes of Deity, 
and afford ample scope for our contemplation and erat- | & ; 

sade The devoted Christian pea. ny oes le | sarge can conceive three angels to be but one an- 
standing ofthe ways of God, and rejoices to acknow- = 
ledge Him as he is set forth in the scriptures of truth ; | 
and his knowledge so far from exaliing him in his own 
esteem, and filling him with a spirit of vain indepen- 
dency, serves rather to heighten in him a sense of his 
unworthiness, his obligations to him who bestows all 
these favors upon him, and his entire dependence for 
every future blessing. Persuaded that his God isa 
God of mercy, a tender and affectionate parent to all 
the creatures which he has made, he can with joy look 
forward to that period of future existence, when earth’s Feet 

grand family shall be gathered together in one, even in rene ‘a secures wd Por } would 
Curist. Thus while his enraptured mind experiences siete th mt we rer ” them in order to 
a foretaste of that most glorious event, in the beatific em shree velf-existent infinite Gods? If each 


Trinity, according to scripture, imply 
at three persons are one person—it would necessarily 
involve a plain contradiction.” 


Again, ** It is just aseasy to conceive of three divine 
persons as of three hwmgn persons.” 


From what the Dr. says, it appears that he uses the 
term person in the literal and primary sense. Fer he 


to understand, to will and to act of himself. Fhe Son 
is represented as being able to nnderstand, to will and 
to act of himself. And the Holy Ghost is represented 
as being able to understand, to will, and to act of him- 
self. According to these representations the Father. 
Son. & Holy Ghost, are three distinct persons or agents.’ 

Now, ifthese ‘ three distinct persons, or agents’ are 


Pi , : one of these divine ; : , ; 
visions of his soul, he can with the greatest propriety, aivine persons is not a self-existent infi- | 


' nite * person or agent? t! is 
in transports of joy, repeat that noble and unchangea- 4 ee ee 


. . . lete G d. } ; or? ’ 
ble declaration in scripture, ** Gop 1s Love.” He P rod, but only one third or a part of God. One 


: of these divine persons may be eau 
tooks up to God as an immutable Keine, and while he | Tee tee ee ee 
3 | no one can be equal to the other feo, 





branches.” : 


Again, “* It is evident that no man can conceive | 
| three divine persons to be one divine person, any more | 


says, p. 90, * The Father is represented as being able 


not a whole or com-' 





So the Dr. reasons p. 96, ‘We cannot conceive, that 
two and three are equal to ten, nor that ten & five are 
equal to twenty. We cannot conceive, that a part 
should be equal to the whole. As soon as these pro- 
positions are understogd, they instantly appear to be 
plain contradictions.’ 

So I may observe, we cannot conceive that one di- 
vine person should be equal to three divine persons,— 
But according to the Dr. the one living-and true God 
is three divine persons, each of whom is able to under- 
stand, to will, and to act of himself. Hence no one of 
the three divine persons, which the Dr. speaks of as 
forming a society, p. 104, can be equal to the whole 
three, or the one Being, God. They appear then, to 
go upon good ground, who consider the doctrine of three 
persons in one God, not a profound mystery, but a gross 
absurdity! And the Dr. says, p. 96, ‘It must be 
granted, that any doctrine is absurd, and ought to be 
exploded, which is really contrary to the dictates of 
sound reason. ‘The only wise God can no more fe. 
quire us to believe that which is absurd, than he can 
command us to do that which is sinful. If we can 
clearly perceive, therefore, that there is a rea} absur- 
dity in the doctrine of the trinity, we ought not to be- 
lieve it.’ 





Now I ask any person endowed with common sense 
er sound reason if he can conceive that one can be 
equalto three. Three men or three angels may form 
}a society or council; and one man may be equal to 
another, but is one man a society or ¢ uncil, or is one 
man equal to threemen? So allowing three persons or 


agents make one being, or God, is She person or agent 
,a whole God? Or is one person or agent, equal to the 
other two. 

Ifit takes three divine persons or agents to make one 
| divine Being or God, can each one of the three be a 
| complete God? One divine * person or agent’ may be 
,equal to another divine * person or agent,’ but can one 
jbe equal to three’ If ene divine * person or agent’ 
' be self-existent and infinite in all perfection, what can 
| be added to make hina complete God? If there are 
| two or three divine persons or agents, each of whom is 
| seli-existent and infinite in all perfection, what can be 
a ided to make them two or three complete Gods? If 
jit takes three divine * persons or agents’ to make one 
| divine Being, or one God, how can ci/her of the divine 
|persons be equal to the one divine Being? If neither 
|of the divine persons is equal to one divine Being, then 
/no one of the divine persens is a whole or complete 
God. Hence the doctrine of a three one God, as Dr. 
_E. states it, is eontrary to common sense and sacred 
‘reason. Then the Dr. being judge, the doctaine of the 
trinity as he explains it, appears to bea ‘ real absurdi- 
ty and we ought not to believe it.’ p. 96. 

| Seex [RvTH. 
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(No. 2.) 


TO A TRINITARIAN CONTINUED. 
| Sir,—I shall next consider what is said by another 
defender of the doctrine of the Trivity. 

ll. Mr. A. says, in his Bible News, p. 11, ‘ Trinita- 
rians hold that God is but one being or person in the 
primary, literal sense of the term.’ Here Mr. A. ap- 
pears to oppose Dr. E.’s opinion. Dr. E, makes a dif- 
ference between person and being. | But Mr, A. sup- 
| poses them to be one and the same thing. ‘ God isbut 
‘one being or person in the primary literal sense of the 
, term.’ 
| The same form of speech is used p. 12, concerning 
‘God: * He is but one being or person in the primary 
sense of the term.” 
| Again, Mr. 4. says, ‘ The Father, Son and Spirit 
are but one God, as body, soul, and spirit are but one 
man.’ p. 12. But body, soul, and spirit are but one 
literal person. Hence it appears that Mr. A.’s one lit- 
eral person, God, is the same as Dr. E.’s three per 


‘sons. 
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Now Dr. Be 5! 
g7ue person is abs 
say this. for jf 


_ that to say that three persons are persons, that he is not able to understand to will, and 
But Dr. E. and Mr. A. together to act of himself? Ifthe one.God is so different from 
*s“ three persons or agents’ each the three divine persons, that he is not able to under- 
of whom is able’ts © nderstend to will, and to act - stand, to will, and to act of himself, pray what is the 
pirnse?f, amount ‘to the same one literal> person, God, < God able todo? If the one God is able to under- 
which Mr. A professes to believe in. stand, to will, and to act of himself, wherein does he 
Dr. E.’s mystery lies in the one ‘Being, God, for he differ from the three persons? If we can conceive of 
‘We can as easily conceive of a divine person, as “no difference, then is not the doctrine of three persons 
prs cir e of a human Person.” ' But ‘Mr. A.’s mystery in one God evidently unreasonable and absurd ? 
fios in the three mysterious persons. He speaks ‘ of | Furthermore: suppose the three divine persons or 
three mysterio us personalities in 6ne God.’ p. 11. ‘God, | agents are each of them self-existerit, and infinite in 
te atpateenn in comprehensible sense, Was three per- all perfection, what can we conceive could possibly be 
cons.’ *The Father, Son, and Spirit are but one God— added in order to their becoming three self-existent, 
they are three ina mysterious, incomprehensible sense’ | | | infinitely perfect Gods? -Is not one self-existent, infi- 
“Mysterious personal distin¢tions in the divine nature. initely perfect agent, who is able ‘to -anderétand all 
Now Mr. A.’s theory appears to be directly opposite to | things, to will all things, and to- act all things, one 
Dr. E.’s. God? And are not two or three seff-existent, inflnite- 
Dr. E. supposes that one God is a mysterious béing, | ly perfect agents, who are able to understand, to will, 
pot one literal Person, but three literal ‘persons or | and to act of themselves, as clearly tto or three Gods? 
If it be said that no one of the ‘ thrée divine persons or 
agents,” is self-existent, ‘and infinite in all perfection 
in himself, without the other two persens, then no one 
is a complete or whole God, but one third, or a part of 
God. Like as the body of a man is not the whole man, 
but an appendage or part of man. What then does 
Dr. I.°s theory amount to, but this plain absurdity :— 
God is ove self-existent, infinite, intelligent being*or 
agent, and in this one there are three self-existent, in- 
‘finite, intelligent * persons or agents” Has not the Dr. 


| Written in support of a palpable absordity? 
Seek Truth: 


savs, 


qvents.’ 
"But Mr. A. supposes the one God is a literal Person, 


as one man, but three mysterious persons. Yet both 
these divines speak in their Common conversation, and 
in their writings, as though God was but one, literal 
i/eree literal persons. 

heory as we have done Dr, 





ana rf 
person, ang yet 


Let us examine Mr. A.’ 


A.’s 


Es, Every person of common discernment or sound | 
reason, understands what is the primary literal sense 
of the term, person, as easily as they understand the | 
term,.man. Now Mr. A. speaks of God as one person | 
as aman is one person; but mysteriously three, as bo- | 
dy soul. al But what idea can | 
6 have of a mysterious person? If we ascribe per- | 
sonal properties, attributes or works toa mysterious | 
person, we desertbealiteral person. If we donotascribe 
personal properties, attributes and works to a myste- 
tions person, what idea can we have of such a person? 


No. 3.) 


TO A TRINITARIAN CONBIDUED. 


id spirit form one man.’ 


According to the representation given in some parts 
of your letter, sir, it appears that instead of two per- 
sons, the living God and his only Son, who are united, 
or on€ in our salvation, you Have five persons compre- 
hended in Deity, or God. 


If we are to worship mysterious persons, who are not 
possessed of personal attributes, do we not worship we 





know not what ? 1. One great person, called God, who is a literal 
But admitting for the sake of argument, that the one | person. 

literal person, God, is three mysterious persons; is one! 2, One person called Father, who is a mysterious 

of the mysterious persons equal to the one literal per-| person. 

son, God? If one mysterious person is self-existent} 3, Another person called Son, who is a mysterious 

and infiuite in all perfection, what could be added to, person. 


4, Another person called Holy Spirit, who is anoth- 
er mysterious person. 

5. One human person, called man, who is a literal 
person. All these five persons are one God or Dei- 
ty, or individual being, or person. Such I understand 
to be your doctrine. 

Now, sir, supposing I should attempt to prove that 
there were seven mysterious persons in one literal per- 
son, God ; and should take for my text, ‘* seven spir- 
its of God :” could I not, in various ways, similar to 
the Trinitarian method, prove my mysterious doc- 
trine ? 

1. I would add two persons to'those five you have 
mentioned. First: one complete person formed of 
your second mysterious person and your one human 
person. So Trinitarians have actually done in order to 
make out a Christ, who shal! be a God-man mediator. 
Second: one great complex person formed of one lit- 
eral person, three mysterious persons, one human per- 
son, and one_complex person, God-man. These six 
literal, mysterious, human, and complex persons make 
out the seventh great complex person. 

II. I would say God is one literal person. His Son 
and Spirit are two mysterious persons. The man Je- 
sus isone human person. And nature, providence, 
and grace are three more mysterious persons. Adding 
these together they make seven. To prove that nature, 
80n, as of a human person : that each of the three di- providence, and grace are mysterious persons in God, 
Vine persons is able to understand. to will, and to act, / I need only say they are persons in a mysterious sense, 
ofhimself. What can persons in the literal primary | or they are spoken of in scripture, and in common 
sense of the term do more? But he says the one divine | conv ersation, as though they were persons. 
Being, God. is something different. Nature is said to teach. 1 Cor. ii. 14, 


one such person fo make him a complete God? Now 
if there be two or three such self-existent infinite per- 
sons, why are there not two or three self-existent infi- 
nite Gods? If one mysterious person is not infinite in 
all perfection, then he is not God, or a whole God, but 
only one third, or one part of God. If one mysterious 
person, is a whole God, why are not two or three mys- 
terious persons, two or three whole Gods? One mys- 
terious person may be equal to another, but can one 
mysterious persan be equal to one literal, when it takes 
three mysterious persons to make one literal ? 

If Mr. A.’s one literal person, God, is able to tnder- 
stand, to will, and to act of himself, will he say with 
Dr. FE. that the ‘ three persons or agents,’ the Father, 
Son, and Holy Spirit, are each of them able to under- 
stand, to will, and to act of themselves? If he will 
admit this, then ie not Dr. F.°s three persons, Mr. A.’s 
one person? Then Dr. E. being judge, their two the- 
ories together support a plain absurdity. And no one 
therefore ought to believe them, 

But perhaps Dr. E. will say, though the two theories 
are contradictory and absurd, yet my own theory is 
consistent with itself. And it is likely Mr. A. will say 
the same. 

Let us then look at Dr. E.’s theory again. ' He says 
that divine Being is something different from divine 
person: that we can as easily conceive ofa divine per- 





Is the one divine Some of 


Being, God, so much different from the three divine | mankind are said to do by nature the things contained 
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We éften h 


Room. ii, 14, 
works of nature—The influence and operation of na-- 
ture—The products and wonders pPerformged by; na- 


in the law. 


ture. 


does all these things, by nature, which is a mysterious 
person. ’ 


Providence is often ealled divine ; and the works of 
Providence are numerous, and various, We say L?rov- 
idence provides bountifally—Prov idence frowns fireae 
quently—Providence carries us out and brings us in—~ 
Providence is kind and watchfir) to take care of us, 
and to do us good-—By divine Providemge we have 
been protected and sustained from our birtit-—Nature 


more, and Grace has done more still. 

Grace bringeth salvation. Titus ii, 1]. We are sa- 
ved by grace. Eph. ii. 5. What wonders grace has 
performed! Since grace is spoken of as doing such 
wonderful deeds, which none but God can do, must 


we not conclude that grace is a mysterious person in 
the God-head ? 


Can we admire the works of nature too much ?—— 
Can we acknowledge the works of providence too 
much ? Can we too much rejoice in the marvellous 
works of grace ? ? In admiring, acknowledging, and 
rejoicing in these works, do we not admire, acknowl- 
edge, and rejoice in God 2? Are not Nature, Provi- 
dence, and Grace, then, mysterious persons in God ? 

If you ask what I mean by mysterious persons, J can 
only answer it isan incomprehensible mystery. It 
cannot be explained nor understood. ut the Bible 
speaks of the seven spirits of God, and Nature, Provi- 
dence, and Grace, are spoken of as performing person- 
al works, as really as either of the other persons men- 
tioned. Hence you must believe the mysterious doc- 
trine, or be accounted a _ heretic by me, and all ‘that 
agree with me: and I cannot hold any in fellowship 
who preach any different doctrine. 

But to prove my new doctrine beyond all dispute, I 
will add, Ill: God i three literal divine’ persons, 
** each of whom is able to understand, to will, and to 
act of himself.” Jesus is one literal, human person. 
These together make four literal persons in one God. 
God is a mysterious Being, different from persons, of 
whom we can have no conception. 

Wisdom, Power, and ‘Love are three mysterious 
persons, comprehended in aes. _ They are self exist- 
ent and eternal. 

W itdom is spoken of asa person, in Proverbs. There 
wisdom is said to cry and utter her voice. To call 
and stretch out herhand. ‘To counsel and reprove.— 
To laugh and mock at the destruction of the wicked. 
Wisdom is personated «* a rich, amiable, and excel- 
lent woman. We are invited to seek her as silver, to 
search for her as for hidden treasure. She is more 
precious than rubies. Length of days are in her 
right hand, and in.her left riches and honor. Her 
ways are pleasant, and her paths peace. She isa tree 
of life to them that lay hold upon her, and happy is 
every one that retaineth her. See Prov. ii. 4, and iii. 
15, 18, and iv. 6,8, 9. Surely no one can do these 
things but God. Hence wisdom must be a mysterious 
person in God. 

Power. Py the word of God’s power heaven and 
fearth were created. By God’s power all things are 
supported. It is by the exceeding greatness of God's 
power that any are brought to believe. See Jer. x. 
12.—Heb. i. 3.—Eph. i. 19. The power of God keeps 
the saints. 1 Pet.i.5. The Power of the Highest 
overshadowed Mary. Luke i. 35. The dead are 
raised by the Power of God. Phil. iii. 10. Salvation 
and destruction are effected by the Power of God.— 
Rom. i. 16—ix. 22, Now, since it appears that the 
Power of God does such great things, may we not 
consider it a mysterious person in God ? 

Love, or charity, ie very clearly spoken of in the 
Bible, as though it were a person. In 1 Cor. xiii. 
Charity or Love is represented as able to do all that 
is right, and to avoid deing all that is wrong. She is 
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Now it is God, who is ove literal pterson, who - 


has done much for some persons, Providence. has Gwe : 














¥ 


-440 





UNIVERSALIST 





MAGAZINE. 











a 





—_— 





S 
Tepresented ae one who is capable of exercising holy 
‘affections, avvd-doing holy actions. 

She seekgth not her own. She suffereth long. She 
is kind, She envieth not. She vaunteth not. She is 
not puffedlup. STie doth not behave unseemly. She is 
not easily provoked. She thinketh no evil. She re- 
foicetth not in iniquity. She rejoiceth in the truth.— 
Shes beareth all things, She believeth all things.— 
She hopeth all things. Aad she endureth all things. 

Now, sir, since God is love, must not charity or love 
be a person in Gad? A mysterious person in the one 

literal person God? Surely wisdom, power, and love, 
are eternal in God. Why then may they not be con- 


_$idered as self-existent, mysterious persons in God? 


Now, dear brother, cannot I prove that God is seven 
persons in the same way that Trinitarians prove that 
God is three persons, or five persons? But after all, 
I believe that there is but one God, who is but one 
literal person the Father, the God and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, infinite im all perfection. 

Nort.—The letter containing the foregoing ex- 
tract was written some years ago to a professed Trin- 
itarian, who believed that God was but one literal 
person, as one man, but mysteriously three ; while 
other Trinitarians believe that God is three persons 
each of whom is able to understand, to will, and to 
act of himself, but mysteriously one being. Now, it 


must appear evident to the considerate, that these two |has feebly endeavored to vindicate is now espoused by ‘bottomless pit, or a lake of fire. 
schemes are directly opposed to each other, and sup- abilities and endowments which are compatible with exists, and God 


port the plain absurdity,that tinee persons are one per- 
son; which isthe same thing as to say that three 
Gods are one God, or three men one man. 

As the above extract goes to prove that God is but 
one literal person, or intelligent being ; it equally 
proves that Jesus Christ is not the self-existent God ; 
but the Son of God, another being; of consequence 
dependant on God for all that he, possessed. Some 
further thoughts respecting Jesus Christ may appear 
hereafter. SEEK TRUTH. 
ee _apenbasms~ao-cmmnegestntetarsaasanattmniathentediaieaciententtees neaiemerattibe’s, ail 
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Partial Doctrine Disproved. 


Good Doctor, you tell me election is true ; 

That Jehovah decreed all that he foreknew, 
And as it is certain that some go to hell, 

In regions of darkness forever to dwell, 

This was the design the Creator propos’d, 

As clearly He has by the scriptures disclos’d. ~ 


Bnd some go to heaven, when hence they depart ; ' 
Their passage secure, and, swift as a dart, 
Through regions of ether they shout on their way, 
To realms of bright glory and mansions of day. 

All this was decreed ere creation began, 
Concerted by wisdom which shines in the plan. 

Now, doctor, 1 doubt it ; and ask you to say 
Who created the sun, the glory of day ? 


Sir, answer directly, and say, if you can,— 
He made the sun, who’s the Creator of man. 


Then false is your system, I easily prove ; : 
Mmpartial the sun, its Creator is Love. H. B. 
oe So 
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The Shortness of Life, 


AND VISION OF HOPE. 





see Life on the ocean of time ; 
iow it flits from billow to wave ; 
Like the beam of a star see it shine— 
And now it is lost in the grave ! 


\ wind from the east past along, 
And hurri’d the waves of the deep ; 


The bark ina moment was gone ; 
The wanderer sunk into sleep ! 

A murmuring noise in mine ear 
Inclined the glance of mine eye— 

All still—life had fled, but a tear 
Remain’d; it was born from a sigh. 


Behold in that tear a bright ray, 
Disclosing a vision divine, 
And op’ning the glory of day, 
For evet and ever to shine. H. B. 
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Mr. Balfour’s “ Inquiry.” 


The Subscriber feels it to be a duty, which he owes 
to his numerous friends and the public, to call their at- 
tention toa Work recently published, entitled ‘+ An 
Inaviry into the scriptural import of the words SHEOL, 
HaApes, TARTARUS, and GEAENNA: all translated 
HELL, in the cemmon English version. By WALTER 
BALFovuR.” 

Having labored many years to persuade men into 





|common degree of satisfaction in finding, that what he 


‘the vast merits of the subject. 
This work is recommended to Universalists as 


gitimate sense it gives no support to the gloomy doc- 
trine of a future state of sinfulness and misery. 

This work is recommended to the clergy, who con- 
tinue to preach the doctrine of eternal torments in hell, 
as a werk which cannot fail to redeem their minds from 
the worst of all bondage, and bring them into the en- 
joyment of that faith and hope which correspond and 
harmonize with their benevolent desires, and prayers, 
which they are in the habit of offering for all men. 

The attention of the public, and of every christian 
denomination is most fervently solicited to this work, 
it being an effort of much labor, designed for the pur- 


learned with an understanding of many important facts 


pelled the heart, and tended to infidelity. Freed from 


| this portentous cloud of darkness and error, rendered 


dense by blind tradition, the divine oracles shine forth 
in their native splendor; nor will they fail to attract 
every eye, to irradiate and warm every heart. 

Hosea BALLov. 


We have received a letter from Mr. J. B. Dods of 
Levant, Me. in which he stays that he occasionally 
preached the Calvinistic doctrine for about two years. 
Ile was convinced of the untruth of Calvinism long be- 
fore he became a believer in Universalism, which was 
last March. We cannot refrain indulging the liberty of 


quoting one sentence from a private letter. He says, 


ers of imagination to pourtray ; and ascribes to the 
*‘ Father of mecies’ a character which would disgrace 
the supposed ‘ foul monster of the regions of despair.’ 
I sometimes shudder on reviewing my sermons; to be- 
hold what ideas I have urged upon the minds of others 
as solemn trath : but 1 knew not what I did.” 


Christian Intelligencer. 





‘* Blessed are the peace makers, for they shal]! be 
jcalled the children of God.” 





the religious views, which this work is admirably cal-} 
culated to establish and defend, the subscriber feels no | 


i < i i s - | . . . 
which the word heli occurs, and to show that in its le | exceeds in glory the skies which We behold, let. the 
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ORTHODOX SLANDER 


_The following, first published in the Mirror, is 
ied from the Boston Recorder,a publication devoted to 
the interests of men who ‘“* make merchandise” of 
souls. This attempt “cunningly to devise fables,"and 
mislead the mind of the public relative to the princi- 
ples of their religious epponents, is dishonest, dishon. 
orable, and wicked. Universalista are the only peo 
ple we know, whocontend there isa hell for ail sin. 
ners, from which they cannotescape. They declare 
in the impressive language of the prophet,(Pea, ix. 17,) 
‘* The wicked shall be turned into hell ; all the nations 
that forget God.” Who are those who teach that the 
wicked, if they repent, shall not be tured into hell ’ 
Who teach that the non-clect only shall be turned inte 
hell? That the elect, however wicked they may be, 
however they may forget God, shall be saved from 
hell, and go unpunished? If these hell-preachers be- 
lieved the wicked would be turned into hell, we thivk 
they would bridle their tongues sometimes. 

Gospel Herald. 

“ Hearen and Hell.—lf we are’ to believe there is 
no such place as bell, we must believe also, that there 
Heaven, most certainly, 
‘is not precisely such a’place as the clouds, or sky ;~ 
| nor is hell such a place, precisely, as a dark, terrible, 
Heaven actually 
describes it by comparing it to the 
After the 








| is no such place as heaven. 


isky, the noblest object which all men see. 


being ' : Wy 
same manner he describes hell, by comparing it to the 
wonderfully calculated to clear up those passages, in' — “4 


\ grave, a pit, outer darkness, &c. But if heaven far 
careless sinner tremble while he considers what hell 
must be, torepresent which, the most gloomy and 
dreadful of all natural objects are utterly inadequate.” 


—t ) 6D) a 
Another New Publication. 


We have received the first numbes of a religious 
paper, entitled ** Rochester Magazine, and Theologi- 
cal Review,” edited by the Rev. John $. Thompson.- 
It is to be devoted to the disseinmination of eulighten- 





relative to divine revelation, calculated to free the | per annum, payable in advanct. 
sacred oracles from a doctrine which has so long re- tains sixteen pages Svo.—Guspe! Advocate. 


ed religious sentiments, and from the natural and ac- 


pose of accommodating both the learned and the un-' quired abilities of the editor we may expect much. 


The above work is to be published monthly, at $1 
Each number con- 


Mr. 'T. is the author of the Sermon, a part of which 
we publish to-day.—Mazg. 
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CP REMOVAL. 

The Universalist Magazine Of- 
fice, is removed to No. 4, Province- 
House Row, in Marlboro’-St. nearly 
opposite the Old South Meeting- 
House,— Where alt orders for JOB 
PRINTING will be executed at 
short notice. 








“1am well acquainted with the Calvinist doctrine, | 
and to my lasting sorrow, have spent the morning of | 
my days, yea, a very valuable part of my life, in advo- | 
cating a doctrine, which, for cruelty, exceed the pow- | 


MARRIED, 

In this city, by the Rey. Mr. Dean, Mr. Jonathan 
Preston to Miss Rebecca M. Gibbens. 

On Sunday evening, by the Kev. Paul Dean, Mr. 
Reuben Hayward to Miss Nancy G. Emery. 

In Cornwall, Con. John Ridge, a Cherokee Indian, 
and late of the Mission School, to Miss Sally B. Not 
throp. The Connecticut papers speak very indignant 
against the Rey. Dr. Beecher and others, in ‘ beig 
instrumental in bringing about this unnatural and sal 
mi-savage Connexion, and transforming an interestiug 
young lady of sixteen into an Indian squaw.” 


Dipn, in Middleboro’, Mass. on the 7th inst. Mr 





John Capen, aged 17. 


























